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We can celebrate brieflyѡѢѣѤ 
Judge Janet Protasiewicz (Pro-tuh-say-witz) finished first in the Primary 
Election for Supreme Court Justice! We cleared the first hurdle…. now we 
need to finish the race! As a reminder, here’s what’s at stake: in the coming 
months the Wisconsin Supreme Court will decide cases on abortion 
access, fair legislative maps, protecting our natural resources, and voting 
rights. Judge Janet Protasiewicz has pledged to uphold the Wisconsin State 
Constitution and to get politics out of the courtroom. It will be a tough, expensive 
race. The most important thing we can all do is to get the word out to VOTE for 
Judge Janet, and to explain to your friends why they should VOTE for her as well! 

Locally, our progressive candidates did well too ѡѢѣѤ As an election worker at the 

polls I heard many voters lamenting they knew nothing about the candidates.  We 
are doing something about that! We have a new WisDems Organizer for Portage County, 
Owen McManus, that we share with Clark and Wood Counties. Owen wants you to know 
that YOU are needed and CAN make a difference! Right now Portage County is BLUE 
but it won’t stay that way if we don’t constantly organize by knocking doors, making 
phone calls and getting candidate information out there. Watch your email for dates and 
times to help. Here is Owen’s contact information: owenmcmanus@wisdems.org ,or call 

570-713-9100. 
Here are ways to get to know our local Candidates: 
Democratic Candidate Meet and Greet/Fundraiser will be held Wednesday March 8, 5:00-8:00pm at PCDP 
Headquarters 2220 Division Street. Food and beverages will be provided. All Democrats on the ballot in April 
are invited. Both mayoral candidates will be there. There is no minimum donation but whatever you can afford 
will be appreciated. This event is sponsored by RURAL PRECINCT LAB. For more information, contact Joan 
Garski at fredjoan@charter.net or call 715-341-5873.  
School Board, Plover President, and Plover Ward 2 Candidate Forum will be held Thursday March 9, 
6:00-8:45pm at Ben Franklin Junior High Auditorium, 2000 Polk Street. This event is sponsored be LWV 
of the Stevens Point Area, SPASH Student Senate, and Portage County Business Council. Visit 
https://lwvspa.clubexpress.com for more information. 
Stevens Point Mayor and Alderpersons Candidate Forum will be held Wednesday, March 15, 6:30-
8:30pm, at UWSP Dreyfus University Center (DUC) Theater, 1015 Reserve Street. This event is sponsored 
by LWV of the Stevens Point Area, UWSP Student Government Association, and Portage County Business 
Council. For more information visit https://lwvspa.clubexpress.com . 
 

Resolutions for the Third Congressional District (3rd CD) Convention to 

be held in Black River Falls on April 30th must be read out loud and voted on at the March General 
Meeting. Resolutions passed by a county party must be submitted by April 9th to the 3rd CD.  If you have ideas 
for resolutions or would like to know more about them, our resident expert is Dave Pederson. His contact 
information is graniteridgefarm@gmail.com . 



Our PCDP General Meeting is on March 14, 6:30pm at Headquarters. 
Our guest speaker will be Dr. Ed Miller. His topic will be the Wisconsin Court System 
and how the election of a progressive Supreme Court Justice might change things. Come 
listen to this important and timely presentation. We all need to brush up on the function 
of our court system and how their decisions impact our daily life! Please bring your friends!  

The Board is considering forming two new committees to better the 

operation of our county party, to generate more ideas, and to include more people in leadership roles. The 
committees under consideration are a Finance Committee and a Fundraiser/Events Committee. We will be 
looking for members to serve on these committees. Contact Jan Way, janmway@gmail.com or Gary Hawley, 
garybh2008@yahoo.com and let them know you are interested! 

Our Membership Committee, Rick Christofferson, Barb Brewster, Bev Mancl, and Karyn Tank, 

are hard at work documenting PCDP standard operating procedures, beginning with our membership 
procedure. Jack Allgaier is a vital part of this documentation process.  According to Rick Christofferson, IT and 
Communications are the next processes to be documented. The end result will be a manual to reference for 
all operating procedures for PDDP!  ѡѢѣѤ 

Trivia 53 “The Trivia Life for Me” the World’s Largest Trivia 
Contest is coming up, April 14,15,16, 2023. The contest starts on a Friday. 
We participate on Saturday night by answering phones from 6:00-10:00pm at the 
UWSP campus radio station, 90FM. Come join the fun and get to know some of your 
fellow Dems. To volunteer contact Jan Way at janmway@gmail.com or 715-572-5802. 
 
Here are some pictures from our February General Meeting. Dr. Wolensky was our guest speaker. His 
topic was “Liberalism” and we learned about how we have been affected as a nation due to contrasting inter-
pretations of economic theories. We also heard from several of our local candidates and elected officials. And 
we enjoyed a delicious Valentines Day potluck! Thank you, everyone, for contributing! We appreciate you! ѡѢѣѤ 
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County Courthouse, Jails, and Operational Facilities 
Update by Eric Olson  
Members of the Portage County Board and County Executive Pavelski are 
working to enable the county to relocate critical operations from downtown 
Stevens Point to an as-yet unspecified “greenfield” site, most likely on the 
edge of Point. Such a move would disrupt a 150+ year pattern of land use and 
economic activity and further commit Portage County to an auto-dependent, 
suburban-style landscape, accelerating sprawl to the east. This would take a 
toll on the downtown commercial and housing markets, undermining 
businesses that depend on visitors and residents who combine trips to 
downtown with official county business. Such a move would be a further 
boon to big chain businesses at Crossroads Commons and the County 
Business Park, both of which were already conceived and fostered by county 
elected officials and staff in past decades. Phase One of the downtown 

proposal - a new courthouse and jail - would cost about $175 million, adding $145 to the median tax bill. The 
“greenfield” option is projected to cost $10 million less for Phase One, potentially saving the median 
homeowner $10 per year in taxes. This “savings” is not guaranteed and could potentially cause real disruption 
of services. 
 
The county already has the land and resources needed to carry out a plan of new construction and 
modernization at the existing county campus downtown. In 2014 the county voted 22-1 to purchase the 
building at 1309 Ellis St. from TravelGuard for $1.9 million, effectively committing to the downtown 
area. The current proposals include both options, downtown and “greenfield”, but the consultants and 
county leaders chose to include a $43 million parking ramp to be built in 2042 (almost 20 years from 
now) as part of the financial picture for Phase Two. Obviously a “greenfield” site would actually be a 
“blackfield” site, paving over several acres of land for cheaper surface parking. While the ramp tilts the 
scale against downtown, it is not clear if a parking structure would be needed when the current site is 
surrounded by parking and is easily accessible by foot, bike, and transit. Adding the $43 million ramp 
mostly just stacks the deck against the historic downtown.   
 
It’s unclear where or how Portage County could procure a workable “greenfield” site. In 2019, city and county 
staff (led by former County Executive Holman and current Mayor Wiza) proposed a land-and-facility 
swap to provide the County a 20–25-acre site south of Land’s End. The City had purchased this 
farmland for $2.5 million as part of a TIF project to attract O’So Brewing to Point; if the land were to 
become tax-exempt public property it would undermine paying back the purchase cost through the TIF. The 
City Council in 2019 went on the record as opposed to a relocation and the matter stalled; the new County 
Executive appears oblivious to this history. The January presentation to the County Board was 
followed by strong arguments from Mayor Wiza indicating that the city is not going to go along with a 
suburban relocation.  
 
The Executive’s proposal breaks this project into two major phases because the County can only borrow so 
much money at a time without risking our credit rating. Phase One includes only the courthouse and jail; it 
would maintain the Sheriff’s law enforcement center at the current jail. If the future phases do not go as 
planned, the law enforcement center could be separated from the jail for an indefinite period, possibly forever. 
The travel between the two locations would undermine the cost efficiency of the “greenfield” site. Building 
Phase One downtown actually preserves flexibility for the timing and execution of any future phases, as the 
Sheriffs’ Department could readily keep their offices in the old jail. It’s worth noting that both Phase Two 
options include a massive half-acre law enforcement center garage building with no real analysis of why it’s 



needed. The downtown proposal portrays this garage as replacing the existing synagogue owned by the 
Portage County Historical Society. As you can see in the picture below, the Synagogue would not need to be 
moved 
 
What happens next? The Executive and certain board members are hastily trying to move this project 
forward. They are planning a March board vote that is likely to show a majority of the board wants to 
further pursue the “greenfield” option to “save money”. This would then allow the county to pay 
consultants to try and locate a viable site (you might ask why we pay consultants for this work while the county 
has planners on staff already paid by tax dollars, but that’s a longer discussion). If and when the county 
actually began work on this project, it would require a 75% majority of the board (or a public 
referendum) to issue the required debt. This means that if seven or more county board members object to 
either option- downtown or “greenfield”- the project cannot move forward. This supermajority requirement, and 
lack of public support through past referendum votes, has stalled out action for decades and will likely do so 
again. 
 
Public safety and the security of judges and everyone involved in court proceedings are important 
reasons to build a new courthouse. Similar safety issues and a desire to modernize our jail and reduce 
the amount of “shipping prisoners” to other counties are also important reasons to build a new jail. 
Downtown is a viable and even desirable place to build these projects. It makes sense to connect these 
two projects physically because jailed citizens are also making court appearances. Assuming that seven 
or more rural County Board Supervisors would prevent bonding for a downtown site, the most viable path 
forward would be to obtain the public’s consent for a downtown courthouse and jail project through a 
referendum. Building public understanding and support for such a referendum would be challenging but not 
impossible. It would involve building trust with voters, and unfortunately the absence of public outreach and 
involvement in the current proposal only undermines public trust.  
 
Phase One shown by 
the consultants: the 
courthouse is north of 
the County Annex 
Building and the jail is 
shown where the old 
Travel Guard/CREATE 
Portage County is 
located. It’s worth noting 
that the Synagogue 
would actually not need 
to be moved to 
accommodate this 
phase. It is located just 
south of the loading 
dock shown attached to 
the new jail. 
 
 
Please contact your county supervisor and urge them (for all of the 
reasons above) to keep the Justice Center downtown! 



Candidates for State-wide and Local Offices on the April 4th Ballot 
You are encouraged to attend the Meet and Greet/Fundraiser, the Forums, or watch the City of Stevens Point 
YouTube Channel videos of the Forums, to learn about our local candidates, or stop in at Headquarters. 
 
OFFICE  CANDIDATES 
   Justice of the Supreme Court 
     Vote for 1 

     Janet Protasiewicz 
     Daniel Kelly 

   Wisconsin Court of Appeals District 4      Michael Fitzpatrick 

   Circuit Court Branch 1      Michael Zell 

   Stevens Point School Board 
     Vote for 3 
 

     Gee Pope 
     Christina Scott 
     Ted Kowalski 
     Miguel Campos 
     Robert Larson 
     Alex Sommers 

IF YOU LIVE IN STEVENS POINT         
 

    City of Stevens Point:  
                   
          

     
    

                   Mayor:      Meleesa Johnson and Mike Wiza 
 

                   District   1:     Marc Christianson and Gracia Day 

                   District   3:     Ginger Keymer 

                   District   5:     Allison Birr 

                   District   6:     David Plaisance and Jason Behrendt 

                   District   7:     Mary Kneebone and Tim Johnson 

                   District   9:     Sam Lang and Keith Kedrowski 
 

                   District 11: 
 

    Shaun Morrow 

IF YOU LIVE IN PLOVER  

     Village of Plover            

                Village President:      Gary Wolf, Ross Ballard 

                Trustee Ward 1:      Ross Ballard 

                Trustee Ward 2:      Al Haga, Darcy Grabski, Sara Luchini, Tim Cisewski 

                Trustee Ward 3:      Steve Fritz 

 
 
NOTE: Three state-wide ballot measures are certified to appear on the April 4th ballot. Two ballot questions, 
one is related to the conditions for the release of an accused person before conviction, and the second is 
related to cash bail. The third measure is an advisory question asking voters whether able-bodied childless 
adults should have to apply for work before receiving welfare benefits. 
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PCDP General Meeting  
            March 14th, 2023, 6:30pm 
          Guest Speaker: Dr. Ed Miller 
    Topic: The Wisconsin Supreme Court 

International Women’s Day  
March 8th, celebrating women’s achievements 

MARCH 12TH (reminder!) 
     Daylight saving time begins: 
        set your clocks back 1 hour! 
Pi Day 3.14, the ratio of the circumference of 
    a circle to its diameter (eat a slice of pie!) 

World Water Day March 22 
COFFEE on Thursdays at 10am at Headquarters 
Authorized and paid for by Portage County Democratic Party 


