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April 6

April 6 Election Looms Large for WI Public Schools

Democratic Party of Wisconsin Endorses Progressive Public Schools 
Champion - Dr. Jill Underly

Although the position of State Superintendent of Schools is a non-partisan 
office, there is only one true progressive public school champion in the race.  
That is why the Wisconsin Democrats are proud to endorse Jill Underly for 
the office Governor Tony Evers held before he was elected Governor.

Wisconsin Democratic Party Chair, Ben Wikler issued this statement, “In 
Wisconsin, we believe everyone, deserves a great public education.  Our 
schools are at a crossroads.  The pandemic has disrupted learning for all 
students and this has exacerbated long-standing opportunity gaps that harm 
students of color, rural students and students from lower income families. We 
need a leader with the vision to not just reopen schools safely, but to build 
them back better, fairer and more equitable than ever before”.

Dr. Underly rather than expanding the diversion of public funds to private 
schools supports fully funding public schools to meet the needs of all public 
school students.

Her opponent, on the other hand, a Walker ally, is a supporter of expanding 
voucher schools in the state and receives campaign funds from voucher 
school advocates from outside of Wisconsin.  

FYI-The 2019-2020 Stevens Point Area Public School budget included 
$ 1,079, 215 .00 of tax revenue to be paid to the area private voucher 
schools.  You can find the budget information at www.pointschool.net
departments/budget/2019-2020.  

This election will be critical to the future of public education in Wisconsin.
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April 6th - Party Members On The Ballot
In April, there are two races in Portage County where a Democrat is running for office WITH opposition.  Your 
Executive Board encourages you to support both of these members.  If you cannot vote for either as you live 
outside their districts, appreciate that races such as these require time and money. If you can donate either, 
please do so to help elect Democrats - one of our main purposes as a political party.  

The first is the city’s District Five alder seat where MELEESA JOHNSON is the incumbent and current 
President of the City Council. To help with a donation of money and/or time, contact her at:      
            Meleesa  Johnson       meleesaj2000@gmail.com
 1703 Division St  715-343-1624
 Stevens Point 54481

The second race is the Plover’s Ward Two seat where JEROD BARKLEY is running as a challenger in a three-
way race for the seat.  To help with a donation of money and/or time, contact him at:
 Jerod Barkley   jerodbarkley@gmail.com
 1931 Brookridge Dr  608-852-3905
 Plover 54467   checks to: Jerod Barkley for Plover Village Board

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Meleesa:  These are my 6 key goals for my next term.   
1) Business 51 reconstruction: create greater pedestrian safety, maintain 
neighborhoods & ensure no homes lost to road widening;
2) Build upon the successes of the Central City Market & Southside Business 
District;
3) Launch housing & homelessness task force;
4) Develop diversity, equity and inclusion committee;
5) Implement the city’s first strategic plan; and
6) Fulfill goals of the Downtown/Riverfront Plan and Business Improvement 
District.

If you live in District 5, I really would appreciate your vote.  As you can see, there 
are many, many important decisions facing the alders and I want to be there 

because I believe I have the knowledge and where-with-all to make good things           
            happen for Stevens Point.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

My name is Jerod Barkley. I’m running for on the Plover Village Board in Ward 2 and would 
appreciate your support.

Goal if elected: As a member of the Plover Village Board, I will work to strengthen our community 
to build a safe and inclusive environment for people to live, work, and thrive. I'll listen to the 
residents' viewpoints with respect and make decisions based on evidence, logic, and data. I want 
to ensure the Village makes decisions based upon reliably confirmed, accurate information that’s in 
the best interest of the community.

Political background: I am a lifelong Democrat. My first vote for President was Bill Clinton in 1992. 
Over the years, I’ve made phone calls for Obama, knocked on doors for Feingold, marched on 
Madison to protest Act 10, and gathered Recall Walker signatures. I’ve served on the Portage 

County Democratic Party’s executive board for five years and am currently serving as First Vice-Chair of that organization. 
I’ve also volunteered in several elections to serve on the Democratic Party of Wisconsin’s Voter Protection team. It is my 
efforts in this last capacity that have drawn me to seek a position on the Village of Plover’s Board.  
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History with the board: In August of 2020, with the COVID-19 outbreak out of control and with the Post Office’s ability to 
deliver absentee ballots in a timely manner not certain, I presented the Plover Village Board with a proposal to install an 
outdoor absentee ballot dropbox. My proposal was to have the Village install 1 box, similar to the 3 boxes that had been 
installed by the City of Stevens Point. My purpose in making the proposal was to provide Plover residents with greater 
flexibility in returning their absentee ballots without having to rely upon the Post Office. I was surprised at the various 
arguments against my simple proposal.  Most surprising to me was the argument that village officials had a “close working 
relationship” with staff at the Plover Post Office as Village President Tom Davies is quoted in a September 6, 2020 article in 
the Point/Plover Metro Wire article. This relationship was described to me at Village Board meetings to mean that when 
absentee ballots are mailed by the Village to residents or by residents to the Village, the ballots are not transported to the 
Post Office’s Green Bay sorting facility for processing. This “relationship” was echoed by Village Administrator Dan Mahoney  
in a quote printed in that same article: “So they don’t go to an outside post office. It’s the same thing with respect to the 
votes coming back.” I was surprised by this argument because it belied my own personal experience in returning my 2020 
Partisan Primary absentee ballot via the Post Office in August of that year took 8 days to travel the few miles from my 
mailbox to the Village Hall. Trustee Gary Wolf’s motion to take no action on my proposal was approved by the board. My 
surprise was further compounded following the election in November when I called the Plover Postmaster, Tamara Suchy, 
and was informed by her that there was no such thing as a “close working relationship” and that there never was any 
meeting between village officials and postal staff. In her words, the absentee ballots were sent to the Green Bay sorting 
facility along with all the other mail, resulting in delayed deliveries. 

Ultimately, this episode led me to the conviction that the Village needs to be making decisions based upon reliably 
confirmed, accurate information and fueled my decision to run for office to ensure this takes place.

Support Dems by helping Democrats.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Newly Appointed Stevens Point City Clerk Is on the Ballot April 6th 

Greetings,
 My name is Kari Yenter and I am running for City Clerk.  I am from Stevens Point and have    
resided in this area (Portage County) for most of my life.  I have a wonderful husband, three 
grown children and one grandson.

 On September 15, 2020, with great enthusiasm, I was appointed to fill the unexpired term 
of City Clerk.  Prior to being appointed as City Clerk, I worked in the City Clerk’s office for 22 
years so I am no stranger to the operations and duties of the Clerk’s office.  Previously, I also 
served as the Town of New Hope Clerk from 2015-2020.  Along with my extensive work 
experience, I am a graduate of the Wisconsin Clerk’s Institute from the University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay in 2019.

Photo by Taylor Hale

  With a proven track record of high-quality service, I bring an acute attention to detail and ability to handle 
  challenging deadlines and tasks.  As the administrator of elections, I worked hard to be fair, transparent and 
  promote integrity.  For the November Presidential Election, amid the pandemic, I along with my office staff 
  and election officials were successful in providing a smooth and orderly voting process for the residents of 
  Stevens Point.  I enjoy working collaboratively with teammates and citizens to create a smooth workflow.

I would appreciate your vote on Tuesday, April 6, 2021 so I can continue to serve the citizens of Stevens Point.  (page 3)



Mobile Pantry says “Thank You”  from Marcy Ferriter, co-chair 

“A big thank you to the Portage County Democratic Party and all
those that contributed to the food drive for Mobile Pantry.

The Incredible amount of groceries and the donations of money
we received was “amazing”.  For awhile, since Covid, food drives 
have been limited and our shelves were getting bare.  Then 
through the generosity of your organization, we received an 
abundance of groceries and $1800!  Fantastic!  And at this time 
word spread and more people made donations.

The need for help is always out there. The gratitude and gratefulness we receive from those we 
help is heart warming.  You have touched so many lives with your gift of food and money.  Bless 
you and thank you”.  Marcy Ferriter
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Charles Uffelman, Regional Organizing Director, he/him/his
charles.uffelman@wisdems.org  NorthCentral Wisconsin
931-220-5236

               Hello,          

I am the new Regional Organizing Director for the Democratic Party of 
Wisconsin. I am very excited to be working with you to keep Wisconsin 
Blue and working to elect (and re-elect) progressives in the North Woods. 

I'm a biscuit baker (and I make a mean sausage gravy to go with 'em!) I 
have deep ties to northern Wisconsin, my grandparents and the big Fick 
brood live over in Amberg (Marinette Co.) I have hoped to live closer to 
them for a while. I am a rural voter. I'm from a town of 1,200 people in 
Tennessee. The threat of closure for our rural hospital is what drove me 
into organizing. Losing our healthcare facility would be dangerous for me 
and my family as well as disastrous for our local economy.  So everyday I 
fight for healthcare and investment in small towns.

I have been working as an organizer since I graduated in 2016, and my focus has been in rural areas. 
I have had the pleasure of organizing in Tennessee, Iowa, and Kentucky. One of the founders of my 
dear Methodist denomination instructed us to share resources "from the center to the circumference." 
I live by that guidance and hope to draw our circle wide as we get out the vote in our spring election 
and build for the 2022 elections
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It’s That Time Again - Resolutions - A Reminder

I am reporting that, David Pederson, PCDP resolutions gatherer, proofer & mentor, has not been 
very busy reading resolution submissions from fellow PCDP members.

Each year, every Democratic Party member has the opportunity to submit their suggestions for 
the party platform in the form of resolutions.  This is your opportunity to steer the direction of 
the state party regarding a personal interest in one of these areas:  (a) Justice, Human Concerns 
& Democracy, (b) Education, Labor & Economics, (c) Foreign Affairs, (d) Agriculture & 
Environmental Affairs.

Please note that resolutions must be a resonable length but no more that 100 words and must be 
in a standardized format with each numbered paragraph that starts “Whereas,” and ends with a 
paragraph ending with “Resolved”.

Completed resolutions should be forwarded to David or Jan Way.  If you have questions and/or 
need help with the format, please reach out to Jan at janmway@gmail.com  or David at 
graniteridgefarm@gmail.com.

Resolution submissions will be discussed at the March 9th meeting and voted on at the April 
13th meeting before they are sent on to the 3RD CD Convention scheduled for May 8.

`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
 A Tribute

Portage County Democrats lost a true friend recently with the passing of Leigh Allgaier.  
She would be most embarrased that I am writing this and drawing attention to her, 
(although, many of us remember her raspberry or blue colored hair she sported in recent 
years.)  She was a private (which explains why I do not have a picture of her for this article) 
but personable individual and one that will be difficult to replace at PCDP.

Leigh supported PCDP mostly behind the scenes but was alway a presence when there was 
a need at an event sponsored or initiated by the local party.  We could always count on 
Leigh for food donations at fund raising events, for campaign volunteers, or our “famous 
food spread” at the monthly member meetings.  She was quick to donate not only food but 
her time helping during the many candidate “Meet & Greets”, district meetings & 
conventions, fund raisers and community outreach events.

Although a  “quiet” person, Leigh used her voice to support Democratic ideals and causes 
and called out proposals she deemed unjust with “Letters to the Editor” in the local media.  
Her arrest for singing at the State Capital in Madison was a source of great pride as was the 
“Obey Award” for service presented to her by PCDP in 2004. 

True to form, Leigh’s obituary named Portage County Democratic Party as a recipient of 
memorials in Leigh’s name.  We should be so humbled by her generosity in all respects.

I consider Leigh a personal friend and will miss her in my life.

Trudy, Editor  
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Portage County Democratic Party 
2220 Division St.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

www.portagecountydems.org
Facebook: PortageCountyWIDems
Twitter: PortageCoWIDems@portagecountywidems

PCDP March 9, 2021 Meeting

Zoom meeting - 6:30 PM -   watch PCDem Updates via email for your invitation

Announcements

Program:  Rent Ready -presented by Mark Kordus - a Hunger & Poverty Prevention Partnership                
                           Taskforce  providing a “Hands Up” program

Elected Officials/Candidates

Business Meeting/notes
      Authorized and paid for by Portage County Democratic Party
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