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HQ USE 

Karyn Tank reports there 
were 3 meetings at HQs 
in May with 67 
participants.  
 

Activity will soon 
increase as the 
campaign workers 
arrive and volunteers 
begin to check-in. 

WISCONSIN STATE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION  
 JUNE 1 & 2, 2018 

 

 
 

View of the enthusiastic crowd. 
 

Democrats attending the 2018 State Convention were treated to 
a well-organized program.  The Unity fair, while crowded in the 
main hallway, offered the opportunity to talk with many 
candidates running for state office and pick up their literature.  
The various caucus meetings were well attended, as was the 
Platform & Resolution review and adoption meeting. 
 

The highlight of the convention, however, was the Friday evening 
and Saturday morning speeches by all of the statewide 
candidates and current Democratic office holders.  The 10 
gubernatorial candidates were each given 5 minutes to state their 
case at which point the microphone was cut off.   This procedure 
worked well and resulted in some very impassioned speeches.  
The same procedure was used for the other state office 
candidates Friday and Saturday. 
 

Sharing the stage on Friday night were US Reps. Mark Pocan and  
Gwen Moore, Secretary of State Doug LaFollette  and  Senator 
Tammy Baldwin.  All received rousing applause.   
 

Convention delegates left on Saturday fired up and ready to work 
for the “blue wave” in 2018. 
 
   
 

 



  WPREN Caucus attendees at the DPW Environmental Caucus first meeting at the convention.  
The room was packed when the Caucus was officially 
constituted at the convention and leaders were elected.  
From Portage County Dems, David Shorr was elected Chair 
and Meleesa Johnson was elected as one of the directors. 
 

As stated by Chair David Shorr “ our task is to spread forceful 
political messages that highlight the wide gulf between the 
two parties – boosting the hottest environmental issues and 
making clear to voters that Democrats are better stewards of 

                            Wisconsin’s environment”.   
 

   You can follow their messaging and issues on their Facebook page: 
    Wisconsin Progressive Environmental Network-WPREN.   
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 Traffic calming was the topic of Alder Tori Jennings  
 program at the June 12 meeting.  Ms. Jennings presented 
 videos showing how traffic-calming configurations on heavily 
 traveled city streets provided a safer environment for autos and 
 pedestrians.  Testimonials from officials and business owners  
 in Tomahawk spoke to the positive transformation after the 
 initial 4 lanes of traffic were reduced to two lanes with a 
 median lane that provided for left turns and access to 
 businesses entrances.  
  

 Ms. Jennings had a very receptive audience and answered 
 several questions. She received hearty applause.  
                1st Ward Alder Tori Jennings 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 JULY 10 PROGRAM  - Ned Grossnickle, PCDP Ex. Board member and CCL activist and Maxwell 
Johnson, UWSP student, joined 1,400 other Citizens Climate Lobby activists for 2 days of training 
and a day of lobbying members of Congress in Washington, DC recently. 
 

At the July 10 meeting, Ned and Max will share with PCDP members their experiences lobbying 
Senators and Congressmen in Washington DC. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Officials & Candidates at PCDP HQS recently 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   
72 Assembly Candidate                                                      Mayor Mike                       Gov. Candidate 
Dave Gorski     Cty & City Rep                                                                Andy Gronik 
    Meleesa Johnson 

 

 



WE “LOVE” A PARADE & A Picnic by Jack Allgaier 
 

The 4th of July Parade in Stevens Point  
 

We’ll have our vehicles decked out in flags, banners and signs as well as red, white and 
blue buntings. If you want to help decorate, meet us by the post office at 9:45 AM.  Our 
enthusiastic, patriotic walkers will be handing out candy compliments of our county 
elected officials: Cindy Wisinski, Register of Deeds; Shirley Simonis, County Clerk; Lisa Roth, 
Clerk of Courts; Mike Lukas, Sheriff and Tom Mallison, County Treasurer, We are seeking 
non-candy items offerings too.   If you wish to contribute, please bring your items to the 
parade line-up by 10:45. 
 

It is an easy walk, the shortest parade in Portage County, and a pleasant, fun time. If you 
can join us, please do and wear your T-shirt supporting Democrats or organizations 
supporting Democratic causes.  The parade line-up is at 10:45 in front of the post office. 
 

 

 
Leading the parade this year will be the 
new PCDP banner announcing our solar 
installation at HQs and the PCDP’s 
dedication to creating an environmentally 
friendly planet. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After the parade, there are no activities on the riverfront, so join with 
fellow Democrats at the HQs for food and refreshments.  Doors open at 11 AM.  Come 
mingle even if you don’t go to the parade.  It’s also a great chance to pick-up your raffle 
tickets if you haven’t already.  
 

SPEAKING OF RAFFLE TICKETS: We are missing a couple of volunteers who 
have delivered raffle tickets in the past, so if you can spend an hour or two delivering 
raffle tickets, please call me, Jack, at 715-341-5359.  Areas where I need help are listed 
below. 
 
 
REGION BOUNDED BY    REGION      BOUNDED BY 
East Point Patch on North         Northwest PC      West of I-39 
  Division on the West                       North of 10 
  Wis. River on the East           out to Rosholt 
  HH on South 
 
Southern PC Almond, Bancroft        Western PC                   Wisconsin Rapids 
              Junction City 
 



 
We Love Fairs too! 

 

Every year Portage County Democrats greet visitors at the Amherst Fair.  This year is no 
exception.  It is an important election year for Democrats and we will be encouraging 
fairgoers to register and vote for Democrats in the upcoming August 14th primary.  
Volunteers will sell raffle tickets, buttons and hand out our newsletter as well.  We could 
use your help at our booth under the grandstand where it is shady and cool. 
Please call Jack 715-341-5359 to volunteer for one of these time slots. 
 
Thurs. July 19     5-8PM  Fri. July 20       5-8 PM    
   
Sat. July 21   12-5 & 5-8 PM             Sun. July 22    2-5 PM  
 
************************************************************************************* 
 

 MREA Booth and Experience get RAVE reviews! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Excerpts from volunteer evaluations:  
 

“Our booth was one of the coolest at the Energy 
Fair, literally and figuratively.”…Mary McComb 
 

“Lots of questions about who to vote for governor. 
Many visitors were upbeat about Dem chances.”… Sue Hall 
 

“People liked the voting jars and thanked us for being there.”…Jan Green 
 

“Many people liked our buttons and posters. We certainly made an impact at the 
Energy Fair”….Ned Grossnickle. 
 

Thank you to the volunteers who braved the heat and staffed the WI Dem booth at the 
MREA Fair this year:  Ned Grossnickle, Michele Bjella, Jim Pollock, Joan Cantlon, Tim 
Zimmerman, Mark & Candy Holbrook, Matt LaRonge, Trish Baker, Mary Ann Krems, Jerod 
Barkley, Sue Hall, Cathy Dugan, Santha Bickford, Jan Green, Mary McComb, Mary Dahm 
and Liz McDonald.  You made a positive impact for DEMS! 



OPENING ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD  
 

Executive Board member Robbie Abrahamian, has accepted an out-of-county job and 
has resigned.  The Executive Board is seeking a replacement for him.  If you would like 
more information about the position or would like to put your name on the list as a 
possible replacement, please contact one of our co-chairs.  At our July general meeting 
(Tues, July 10), a co-chair will ask for names of interested members.  You may nominate 
yourself, or if you cannot be at the meeting, a note or email to a co-chair expressing your 
interest in the position is required.  There will be an election that evening with the largest 
vote getter elected to the At-Large position for the rest of 2018.  Contact either co-chair:  
 

Jan Way janmway@gmail.com 715-572-5802  
or Gary Hawley garybh2008@yahoo.com  715-321-0111 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

NO MORE SIGNS??   
Fellow Dems: 
  
Since August of 2017, I have suffered from arthritis of the lower back and right hip.  This condition 
has gradually gotten worse and is now causing dizziness and imbalance.  My physical strength 
has declined considerably and my motion is badly compromised. 
  
Since 2004 (Kerry-Edwards Presidential Campaign) I have helped the Portage Co. Dems paint 4'x 
4' and 4' x 8' signs, place them in favorable locations and return them to their storage area at Jan 
and Dave Way's.  Our last effort was the signs for Rep. Katrina Shankland last summer. 
  
I can no longer do this demanding work because of my deteriorating condition.  We have most 
of the equipment needed to paint 150 large signs.  If there is anyone who would like to take over 
this job, I would be glad to work with them to prepare signs for Tammy Baldwin and the 
Democratic candidate for Governor.  I can be reached at: (715) 344-8081 and 
kentsue@charter.net. 
  
My "sign involvement" lasted for 14 years.  During that time the members of the Exec. Board were 
very supportive with workers and financing.  Jan and Dave Way were unbelievably cooperative. 
The use of their shed raised the quality of the painting many fold. 
  
I could not have put in and taken out signs without the help of certain people.  These included: 
Tim Zimmerman, Gee Pope, Jim Pollock, Larry Sipiorski, Konrad Chojnacki, Gene Tubbs, Ron 
Becker, Larry Craig, Phil Nolan, David Pederson and Darlene Jakusz. 
  
Over the 14 years these signs were painted, 40-50 individuals painted the signs.  I did not keep a 
list, but I do sincerely thank each of you for your support. 
  
I am hopeful that our signs made a difference in our Portage County political atmosphere. 
  
Kent Hall 
 
 No one can fill Kent’s shoes, but perhaps someone or a group can volunteer to 
 carry on this very noble effort.  Now is your chance to MAKE A DIFFERENCE!! 
 



 Portage County Democratic Party Dave Obey Award 
 
This Award was initiated in 2004 to honor Congressman Dave Obey’s thirty-fifth year as a US 
Representative.  It is presented annually at the PCDP Picnic.   
 
Excluded from consideration are publicly elected officials and the 
current chair(s) of the PCDP.  The selection committee, as  
appointed by the chair annually, shall contain no nominees for the 
award for that year.  The selection committee has sole rights to 
select the award recipient (selection is not confirmed by the 
Executive Board nor the general membership). 
 
PCDP Democrats can submit applications (copy below) for fellow 
Democrats.  Requirements are: the nominee lives in Portage 
County, be a current member of the PCDP and supports the 
philosophies of the Democratic Party.  In addition, a nominee 
should exhibit some of those traits that Dave Obey has 
demonstrated during his career in politics: hard working, 
respected, caring about poor or disadvantaged, steadfast and 
conscientious. The award is based on activity in the Democratic 
Party over the last year. 
 

A P P L I C A T I O N 
 

Nominated Person: ____________________________________________________  
 

Address:  ________________________________ City: ____________ ZIP: ______ 
 

Nominator: ________________________________ Phone: _______ - ___________ 
 

Address:  ________________________________ City: ____________ ZIP: ______ 
 

DATE: ____/_____/2018 
 

Please explain in 400 words or less why this person is deserving of this award.  Include at least two specific examples of 
involvement of this person with the PCDP.  Please return this to me by the DEADLINE of Monday, July 30. 
 

For more information, feel free to contact me, Jack Allgaier at 715-342-5359. 
 

Thank you.     MAIL:  PCDP         OR E-mail: allgaiers@gmail.com 
Jack          Dave Obey Award 

         2220 Division St 
            Stevens Point 54481   

      
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

New Facse at HQs 
 
Marlo Fields          Dylan Contrino    
Field organizer for Ron Kind        WI. Coordinated  
                                           Campaign Field Dir. 
 

marlof@ronkind.org         dylanc@wisdems.org 
 

612-401-9597          610-844-2995  
 
 
 

Dave Obey Award Recipients 
over past decade 

======================== 
2008 –Charlene Figge 
2009 – Jan Way 
2010 –Greg Ubbelohde & 
            Laura Menting-Hauser 
2011 – Kent Hall 
2012 –Cindy Chelcun 
2013 –Leigh Allgaier 
            Trudy Pederson 
            Darlene Todd 
2014 – Carol Gawlik 
2015 - Jerry Ugland 
2016 – Glen Fink 
2017 - Ray Cal 
2018 - to be announced 
 

 
No picture 
available 
yet  



LAST BY NOT LEAST AND MOST IMPORTANTLY 
 

PORTAGE COUNTY FALL ELECTIONS 
 

Partisan Primary – Tues, Aug 14          Fall General – Tues, Nov 6 
 

The list of candidates with numbers in front of their names will be reduced to one per office via the partisan 
election (you may only vote for candidates in one party). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* You may vote in only one of the three Assembly Districts, depending your voting address. 

• Assembly Dist 70 (north & west) consists of the Towns of Hull, Dewey, Eau Pleine & 
Carson plus the village of Junction City. 

• Assembly Dist 72 (south-west) consists of the Towns of Almond, Pine Grove, and the 
southern half of Grant plus the village of Almond. 

• Assembly Dist 71 consists of all the rest of Portage Co. 
• Names with lines through them have announced their withdrawal from the race (6/23/18) 

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The World is Ruled by Those who Show UP!! 

 
VOTE 

OFFICE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES 
Governor   1. Tony Evers, DPI superintendent 

  2. Matt Flynn, former DPW chair 
  3. Andy Gronik, businessman 
  4. Mike McCabe, political activist 
  5. Mahlon Mitchell, firefighter 
  6. Joshua Pade, corporate attorney 
  7. Kelda Roys, former State Rep 
  8. Paul Soglin, Mayor Madison 
  9. Kathleen Vinehout, State Senator 
10. Dana Wach, State Representative 

Lieutenant Governor   1.  Mandela Barnes 
  2.  Kurt Kober 

Attorney General        Josh Kaul 
Secretary of State   1.  Doug La Follete (Incumbent) 

  2.  Arvina Martin 
State Treasurer   1. Cynthia Kaump 

  2. Sarah Godiewski 
  3. Dawn Marie Sass 

US Senator       Tammy Baldwin (Incumbent) 
US Representative       Ron Kind (Incumbent) 
Odd-numbered Senate seats None in Portage Co. 
Dist 70 Assembly*        Cari Fay, Merrillan 
Dist 71 Assembly*        Katrina Shankland (Incumbent) 
Dist 72 Assembly*        David Gorski, Wisconsin Rapids 
Portage Co Sheriff        Mike Lucas (Incumbent) 
Clerk of Circuit Courts        Lisa Roth (incumbent)  



       
Portage County Democratic Party  
 2220 Division St. 

  Stevens Point, WI. 54481  
 
 
 www.PortageCountyDems.org 
Like us on Facebook: PortageCountyWisconsinDemocrats  
Twitter-PortageCoWIDems @portagecowidems 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Authorizied and paid for by Portage County Democratic Party 
WE WERE ALL IMMIGRANTS ONCE 

 

PCDP JULY 10 MEETING 
 

6 PM Socialization 
 

6:30 Call to order 
 

Program – Ned Grossnickle & Max Johnson on their trip to 
Washington DC to lobby Congress on behalf of CCL 
 
Elected Officials and candidates   
 

Refreshments & Socialization 

PCDP PICNIC – AUGUST 26 
PFIFFNER BUILDING – 11:30 am  – 4 PM 
 


