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There were 3
meetings held at
the Headquarters
in August with 54
participants.
The HQ was also
used getting
ready for the
picnic.

CCL Activist Dan Dieterich

PCDP booth staffed by Liz McDonald

Thank You to these PCDP members that staffed the Portage County Dem booth at Bob Fest:

Jan Way, Mary McComb, Mary Beth Anday, Liz McDonald and Becky Woodward.
We would not be able to engage the public and promote our Democratic values were it not for our
volunteers. Thank you! We could always use your help and there will be plenty of opportunities in the
coming election year. Watch this newsletter, PCDems email and our Facebook page for your chance to
help.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The 2019 Picnic was a Great Success –Thanks By Jack Allgaier
Putting the picnic together is not an easy task. It takes work from many hands to make it doable and I would like to
thank those involved. I know I will miss someone, but I cannot let that deter me from acknowledging our many,
many hardworking members. The picnic could not happen without these fine Dems.
Thanks to moogie who once again provided music for the first hour of the picnic. Their progressive music sets the
tone for the day.
Thanks to Trudy Pederson and Jan Way who ran The Friendly Café, to all those who donated food, and to their crew who served meals and
drinks. Thanks also to Travis Slattery who picks up the soda and beer from Trig’s. Thanks also to Trigs who allows us to buy and store our
drinks in their cooler the day before the picnic so we can serve cold refreshments at the picnic.
Thanks to Kayrn Tank for assembling the wonderful baskets that almost everyone checks out yearly and her crew who set-up the baskets
and handle the sale. Thanks also to the many donors of the great items as well as to the buyers. This only works if people donate quality
products that people will buy.
Thanks to Carol Gawlik and her crew who prepare and sell bake goods. Carol has decided to retire this year so we are looking for
someone to take over the task for the 2020 picnic. It involves finding members who will bake items or prepare can goods for the sale and
overseeing the sale on the day of the picnic. We would really hate to lose this event simply due to the lack of a leader. Contact Gary or Jan
to volunteer.
Thanks to Joan Garski & Michele Bjella for running our children’s activities, new this year. It was popular so it will continue next year.
Please be on the lookout for items that could be used as prizes or that could be used in a game.
Thanks to Gary Hawley and Conrad Chojnacki for handling our large picnic signs. These signs are the only form of public advertising that
we do so getting them out is crucial. Thanks also to people who allow us to “plant” yard-signs on their lawns for three weeks in August. We
lost one location this year so we have a sign that needs a home next year. Contact Gary if you have such a spot - hopefully, on a high
traffic road.
Thanks to Karyn, Darlene Todd, and Rick Christofferson for selecting the Dave Obey award recipient this year and to the folks who
submitted nominees. Congrats to the winner, Michele Bjella, too!
Thanks to Katrina Shankland and Valerie Landowski who emceed the event, to all the local Democrats who stepped forward to discuss their
concerns, and to our State Representative who gave a truly energizing speech. You missed something awesome if you missed her.
Thanks to David & Trudy Pederson who hangs all the signs in the Pfiffner Shelter. It gives the place a definite Democratic look.
Thanks to Gary who hauls all the tables, PA, flags and other stuff to the building.
Thanks to Marty Welter who takes photos. If you didn’t attend, go our website to see photos of the fun had by all.
Finally, thanks to all the people who attended. It wouldn’t be a picnic without you. Mark your calendar for next year: Sunday, August 23,
2020. Think how excited we all will be then – we will know who our candidate for President is – and the current occupant will be on his way
out!

Another Thank You
PCDP members Valerie & Hilary Landowski, Jack &
Leigh Allgaier, Meleesa Johnson, Beth Lebrick, Joe
Trylka, Pam Pzybelski, Santha Bickford, Mary Beth
Anday and Dave & Jan Way greeted Rosholt Fair
goers during the Labor Day weekend fair festivities.
Our PCDP volunteers talked to visitors, handed out
literature and gave out “politically correct” buttons
to booth visitors. Our volunteers reported they were
kept quite busy.
Our Democratic Booth at the
Rosholt Fair Labor Day weekend.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRY ON A SATURDAY
Jan Way sends this picture of PCDP
members at 2 Harps for the almost
annual fish fry on Saturday, Sept. 14
.

The group of 22 members gathered
after a busy day at Bob Fest.
Some members also spent the day
canvassing.
As evidenced by the picture, the
members enjoyed good food and
good company.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OCTOBER PROGRAM-Our program for the October meeting will feature Greg Wright.
Greg is Executive Director of CREATE PORTAGE COUNTY, a non-profit arts advocacy and
creative placemaking organization focused on making creativity central to our way of life in Portage
County.
Much of Greg’s work has focused on developing small town applications of big city placemaking and
entrepreneurship investments with the target of imagining a thriving new economy model for small
and rural communities.
Greg will be talking about CREATE’S current plan to turn the historic Fox Theatre in downtown
Stevens Point into a maker space and community HUB.
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Ex. Board Member
Ned Grossnickle

Ned Grossnickle is a retired biology professor
who enjoys politics, boating, kayaking,
swimming, fishing, and biking from his home
on Lake DuBay. Ned was a Fulbright Scholar
in 1988, representing the U. S. in Finland. He
became active canvassing and doing lit
drops for political elections in 1996, and has
volunteered in every election (every two
years) since 1996. He and his wife, Mary, got
to know Gary Hawley when he and Gary
were voting delegates at the 2004
Democratic National Convention in Boston.
Ned joined the Portage County Democratic
Party about 2012 after about 16 years of
service with the Marathon County
Democratic Party. He joined the Executive
Board about 2013, and became one of the

Grossnickle cont.....
PCDP vice chairs about 2017. The new solar
energy system on the PCDP building was one
of his favorite volunteer projects. He also
enjoys chatting and listening at "Coffee and
Conversation" on Wednesdays mornings.
Ned is a life member of the Midwest
Renewable Energy Association and the Sierra
Club. He was a volunteer lobbyist,
representing the Midwest, on a national
committee of the Sierra Club called the
Global Population and Environment Program
Committee from 1998 through 2013. In 2012,
Ned became the 2012-2013 group leader of
the Stevens Point Chapter of Citizens Climate
Lobby, CCL, (currently with over 600
members) including its launch on August 14,
2012. Ned enjoys lobbying with CCL in
Washington, DC on climate change issues,
which he has done eight consecutive years.
In August 2019, he became the statewide
liaison for seven Senator Tammy Baldwin
regional liaisons in Wisconsin. Ned is also the
liaison from CCL to 350 Stevens Point, an
environmental group that is mostly UWSP
students. He attends all 350 meetings when
he is not on trips. Another of his hobbies is
birding, both at home and on trips to Costa
Rica and the Galapagos Islands. Ned is
currently the Conservation Chair of the Aldo
Leopold Audubon Society, ALAS, and will
become it's president in January 2020. Ned
also sings in the Frame Presbyterian Church
Choir, and serves on Frame's governing
board, "the Session". During 2005 through
2011, Ned served on the board of the North
Central Conservancy Trust, and he enjoys
efforts to place "easements" on land parcels
to keep them undeveloped long term. He
participated in a "Wellstone Training" named
for Senator Paul Wellstone, that provided
training in becoming a political activist (or
candidate, or campaign manager). He
loves being an environmental and political
activist.

Walk for the Earth
September 20, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.

There is no PLAN B

Stevens Point
Meet at the Sundial on the UWSP campus.
Rain or shine, the walk starts at 4:30 p.m.

Join in peaceful solidarity with students all over the
world who will be engaging in actions to bring
attention to our Climate Crisis on Friday,
September 20th.
We’ll walk with signs supporting action on climate
change from the UWSP Sundial to Division Street,
down Clark Street to Market Square. Then we’ll
return to the Sundial via Main and Division.
Bells and other instruments welcome!
Our beautiful Earth is our only home. Its climate is
in crisis. The time to come together to demand real
solutions is NOW!

Co-sponsors: Stevens Point Chapter of Citizens’
Climate Lobby, Interfaith Community for the Earth,
Frame Presbyterian Green Team, 350 Stevens Point
Questions? Call Susan Zach at 715-592-4398 or
Karen Dostal at 715-630-8864.

Students and community
members join to march for
climate action on the
Climate Day of Action in
Stevens Point.

Mayor Mike Wiza, UWSP 350
President Molly McGuire,
Citizens’ Climate Lobby leader
Dan Dieterich & Organizer Susan
Zach speak at the Worldwide
Climate Strike, Sept. 20 in Stevens
Point

Save The Earth Walk

The crowd gathers
at the UWSP Sundial

Michele records the
event.

Dan Dieterich and
Susan Zach speak to
the crowd before the
walk.

Events Upcoming
October 15, 2019 - Debate watch party with UWSP students on Campus.
Get to know our young Dems and hear what the Democratic
Presidential candidates are saying in October. We’ll have snacks
and refreshments.

October 16-19 - SPARTA BOOK SALE at Children’s Museum in Stevens Point
October 24 - WAVE Day of Action in Madison. Joining together to

demand that our voices be heard and insist on actions to end
gun violence in Wisconsin. More at admin@waveedfund.org

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Jody Hurrish provided this photo of a billboard in Merrill

On a recent trip to the Paine Art Museum in
Oshkosh, I noticed this familiar statue on display.
It is the smaller version of “Lady Liberty” that stands
tall on the Wisconsin capitol building in Madison.

Portage County Democratic Party
2220 Division St.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

www.PortageCountyDems.org
Facebook: PortageCountyWisconsinDemocrats
Twitter: PortageCo@PortagecountydemsWIDems

PCDP OCTOBER 8, 2019 MEETING
6 PM SOCIALIZING
6:30 CALL TO ORDER
PROGRAM: Greg Wright, Executive Director CREATE PORTAGE COUNTY, will tell us about plans
to turn the historic Fox Theatre into a maker space and community Hub.
Elected Officials
Business Meeting - Announcements - Refreshments
Authorized and paid for by Portage County Democratic Party

